
HOPE & GLORY - “CHRIST FILLED MARRIAGE" - SIMON HOLLEY  
COLOSSIANS 3: 15-25  

1. Peace, the word of God, worship and thankfulness are things that will always 
be yours. They will take you through any storm or difficulty. Share your stories 
of how this has been true in your life.

Vital things to know when we consider the roles of men and women in marriage:

a. Some beliefs are open handed and some are closed handed. This would be 
an open hand issue in our church.

b. Both Jesus and Paul radically reevaluated the place of women in society.

c. Submission and obedience are not negative words in heavens culture - 
Jesus is the primary model of both. These are powerful words that have dignity 
and honour.

d. The context of the day was that there were pre existing household rules that 
demonstrated and upheld the Roman and Greek way of life. Paul reassesses 
these rule by treating men and women as equal, but still with complementary 
roles.

e. There are some arguments made to interpret this passage differently

f. This passage is only talking about wives and husbands, not men and women 
in general.

2. Eph 5:22-28 is a parallel passage to Colossians 3. When wives submit, it 
does not  mean you are a doormat, but that you encourage and respect your 
husband to be all he can be and to take . How does this sound to you?

3. "Whenever we disagree God is trying to speak to both of us". Simon said that 
this approach fundamentally changed his leadership and marriage. What is 
your attitude in arguments and how could this help?

4. Husbands are called to empower and serve their wives. We use our authority 
to enable others to succeed. How can husbands live this out?

5. As a wife of you consider your husband your fourth child, you have a big 
problem. What is that the case and what is the proper foundation to build on 
instead?



6. Husband should see the leadership and initiative gifts of their wives as 
strengths to build on, rather than things to intimidate you. What do you think 
about this?

7. Husbands need to live as ones worthy of that kind of respect where it is easy 
for our wives to submit. What makes husbands worthy of respect to their wives?

8. If husbands really love their wives as Christ loved the church, more often 
than not you will not get your own way as much because you want to bless your 
wives. Talk about why this is true? How did Jesus love the church?


